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HINTS 

T  O 

I 

PEOPLE  in  POWER, 

ON  THE 

Prefent  Melancholy  Situation 

OF  OUR 

Colonies  in  North  America. 

Mea  fuit  femper  hxc  in  hac  re  voluntas  et  fententia, 
quemvis  ut  hoc  mallem  de  iis,  qui  eflent  idonei  fufci- 
pere,  me  aut  mallem,  quam  neminem. 

Tu  Viflrix  Provincia  ploras. 


LONDON; 

Printed  for  J*  Hinxman,  in  Pater-nofter  Rovr^ 

Mdcclxiii. 


HIS  MAJESTY’s 

i.  •  “  * 

Principal  Secretaries  of  State, 

My  LORDS, 

I  Intreat  you  not  to  tliink  me 
guilty  of  Prefumption,  when 
I  affert,  that  if  the  following 
Hints  are  taken  rightly  by  your 
Lordfliips,  much  Honour  will  accrue 
to  your  Adminiflration,  and  many 
Calamities  be  averted  from  the  Heads 
■  of  your  Fellow  Subjects.  Who  I 

am, 


(  vi  ) 

am,  it  matters  not;  be  perfuaded 
only  of  this  Truth,  that  could  I  de- 
vife  any  more  effectual  Method  of 
contributing  to  the  Service  of  my 
Country,  no  Conlideration  whatever 
fhould  deter  me  from  embracing  it. 

I  am.  My  Lords, 

With  the  greateft  Refped 

and  Truth, 

Your  Lordfhips  moft 

« 

Obedient  Servant. 


People  in  Power,  ^c. 


Quid  eft,  proh  deum,  hominumque  fidem,  in  quo 
ego  reipublicae  plus  hoc  tempore  prodefle  poftim  I 
Quid  eft,  quod  aut  populo  gratius  efle  debeat,  aut 
faluti  fortunifque  omnium  magis  accommodatum 
fit  ?  Populatae,  vexatae,  funditus  evcrfae  provinci^  ; 
colon!,  afflidti,  mifer^,  jam  non  faluti^  fpem,  fed 
exitii  folatium  qnasrunt. 


TWO  or  three  Years  ago,  the  Con- 
verfation  and  Debates  of  every 
Dabler  iii  Politicks  turned  chiefly 
upon  this  Queftion,  Whether  it  njeould 
be  more  advantageous  to  Great  Britain  to 
retain  all  Canada,  or  cede  Fart  of  it  in 

4  .  lieu 
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lieu  of  feme  oj  our  Weft-India  Acquift- 
tiom }  but  akho’  this  Subjeft  was  fa  ge¬ 
neral,  it  appeared  to  me  but  ill-handled, 
and  worfe  underllood,  til!  at  length  the 
Publick  was  obliged  with  that  excellent 
Pamphlet,  intitled,  The  Intereft  of  Great- 
Britain  with  refpe^  to  our  Colonies  in  North 
America. 

This  incomparable  Treatife  daemon-- 
flrates,  that  no  Acquifition  whatever 
can  be  put  in  Competition  with  the 
entire  PolTeffion  of  Canada  ;  it  points  out 
to  us  not  only  the  infinite  and  various 
commercial  Advantages  which  muft  arife 
from  this  PolTeffion,  the  vafl  Increafe 
of  Sailors  and  Shipping,  the  Period  it 
will  put  to  that  difagre'eable  State  of  De¬ 
pendency  we  are  in  upon  the  Northern 
Powei  s  foi  Ship  IVfaterials,  fuch  as  ITewp^ 
Tar,  Iron,  Pvlafs,  &c.  the  prodigious  ad¬ 
ditional  Confumption  of  our  Manufac¬ 
tures  ; 


'  (  9  ) 

tares ;  but  k  llkewife  makes  evident  to 

,  the  commoneft  Underftanding,  that  the 

Population  of  our  Colonies  and  Mother 

Country  go  hand  in  hand  together ;  that 

the  Colonies  (when  fecure)  v.A\\  \\\cvQ.?LiQ 

infinitely,  from  all  Caufcs,  and  confe- 

/ 

quently  the  Mother  Country  alfo,  as  far 
as  her  Quantity  of  Territory  will  admit 
of;  a  Confideration,  which  alone  mutt 
promife  us  more  lolid  and  permanent 
Power,  and  more  glorious  Advanta'>-es, 
than  would  the  Poficfiion  of  ylfrica, 
the  Rajl  IVeJi-Indies,  put  together; 
it  llkewife  gives  us  fo  clear  an  Infight 
into  the  'Nature  of  Trade  in  general, 
of  the  Connedfion  of  its  various  Branches, 
of  the  Difficulty  of  elcablinfing  Manu- 
fadlures  in  a  new  Country,  or  removing 
them  from  their  once  fixed  Abode,  that 
I  could  willt  it  was  wrote  in  Capital  Let¬ 
ters  of  Gold  at  the  Board  of  Trade  ; 
do  I  think  it  would  be  amns  to  imfitc  ir.s 

B  Author 
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Author  (with  thefe  eminent  and  fingular 
Qualifications)  to  take  a  Place  as  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  that  important  Department^ 

But  to  return  ;  If  ever  any  real  Doubts 
were  enltrcained  by  Men  of  Senfe,  to 
which  of  our  Acquiijtions,  Canada,  or  the 
W ejl-lndies,  the  Preference  ought  to  be 
given,  I  think  they  tnuft  effedtually  have 
been  cvearcd  up  by  the  irrefutable  Ar- 
.gurnents  of  this  rnafierly  Performance. 


Some  time  after  the  Appearance  of 
this  VPork,  were  publifhed  two  Thort 
Letters,  addrelPed  to  a  Noble  Lord,  up¬ 
on  a  much  more  contradled  Plan,  but 
With  the  fame  original  View^. 

Tne  V/ritcr  of  thefe  Letters  does  not 
pretend  to  difeuis  the  commercial  Ad- 

^  The  Importance  of  Canada  ccnfidcrecl,  in  Two 
Letters  to  a  Noble  Lord. 

vantages 


i 
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vantages  of  eltner  one  Accjuilition  or  the 
other,  (being  perhaps  an  utter  Stranger  to 
them  both)  but  confines  himfeif  clofely 
to  what  he  feems  convinced  of  in  his 
own  Mind,  and  what  he  probably  flat¬ 
tered  himfelf  he  fhouid  be  ahle  to  con¬ 
vince  his  Readers  of,  viz.  The  abjolute 
Necejfity  of  retaining  all  Canada,  for  tbs 
Security  of  our  other  Colonies.  This  Po- 


jfition  he  endeavours  to  prove  from  thefe 
^unaents,  rhat  the  Syjl-em  of  Politicks 
laid  dowij  by  the  Scivci^cs  of  A. cries 
( who  are  a  People  of  great  natural  Saga- 
city)  is  to  preferve  a  Sort  of  Balance  of 
P ower  on  that  Continent ^  by  reducing  tl: 
Stronger  to  an  Equality  with  the  Weaker  5 


that  whi 


I  ft  they  are  independent^  they 


able  to  accompli fte  this  End,  Phat  as  lonz 
as  there  are  two  chferent  European  Powers 
tn  America  (1  luppofe  he  means  two  wbofe 
Interefts  jar)  they  are-  independent ,  as  they 
can  be  furnifned  with  Amrntmition  by  one 

B  2  to 
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to  aB  a^t^atnjl  the  other.  Was  there  only 
one  Power,  then  they  would  be  dependent, 
as  the  Means  of  carrying  on  War  woidd 
be  in  the  Hands  of  .that  Power  alone. 

% 

Bat  as  their  Ability  of,  effefting  fo 
great  a  Work  muft  appear  incredible, 
or,  indeed,  in  the  higheiL  Degree  abfurd 
to  an  Eii?^opean  Ear,  he,  in  fome  Mea- 
fure,  arms  himfeif  againft  the  Imputa¬ 
tion  of  Extravagance,  by  explaining  the 
Circumfrances  in  which  the  Superiority 
of  the  Savao'es  over  a  civilized  and  fet- 

o 

tied  Race  of  Men  conllfts,  viz.  Their 

cmazing  IJardinefs  of  Corfitutioit  5  their 

Patience  and  Per  fever  ance  ^  their  excellent 

Cunnings  and  inimitable  Swiftnefs  ;  the 

irrefftible  Nature  and  Force  of  their  At^ 

tacks  ;  their  Security  from  being'  attacked  ; 

hut  above  alf  the  invincible  Advantage 

» 

which  a  People'  who  fubfji  entirely  on 
Hunting  and  Shooting  y  mufl  have  over 

n  thofe 


■  ■■ 


thofe  who  depend  for  Support  on  the  Cidti- 
‘vation  of  Lands.,  as  the  Demolition  of  Crops 
and  Habitations,  and  effectual  Rain,  is  to 
the  latter  one  and  the  fame  thing ;  whilf 
the  former,  on  the  other  -hand,  cati  laiigh 
in  Security  at  any  Attempts  of  this  Na¬ 
ture  from  the  Part  of  their  Enemies.  ‘  For 
as  the  Bark  of  the  Frees  furniftes  them 
with  Shelter,  and  their  endlefs  Forefis  and 
numerous  Rivers  with  Food,  they  know  they 
caniiot  be  ferioufy  difrejfed. 

/ 

In  fine,  the  Letter  Writer  has  laid  it 
down  as  a  certain  Truth,  that  a  Frontier 
in  America  is  vifionary,  and  confequently 
nothing  can  be  a  real  Security  to  our 
Colonies,  but  the  foie  and  intire  Pofef- 
foji  of  Canada. 

Now  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
Syftem  of  this  Writer  is  in  one  refped: 
glaringly  iraperfcift ;  for  as  he  pofitively 

advances, 
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advances,  that  a  Frontier  in  America  is 
chmerical,  that  neither  the  mojl  immenfe 
Fivers,  nor  the  greateft  FraSls  of  inter¬ 
mediate  V/ildernefs,  are  any  Bars  to  the 
ah-waftng  Incurfions  of  thefe  Furies-, 
why  dees  he  confine  himfelf  to  the 
limple  PofTefiion  of  proper  Canada,  and 
a  limited  Tract  to  the  Weftward  of  the 
Lakes  ?  Why  did  he  not  infill  on  the 
Neceffity  of  adding  all  Louifiana  to  our 
Dominion,  and  dillodging  the  French 
from  both  Sides  of  the  Mififipi^  other- 
wife  tne  Evil,  from  his  ovim  reafoning, 
is  but  half  cured,  as  indeed  we  fatally 
experience  at  this  Day.  To  this  Objec¬ 
tion  I  am  at  a  Lofs  what  Reply  he  could 
ma.ee,  unlefs  that  at  the  ‘Time  he  Kvrote 
thefe  two  Letters,  he  found  the  Generality 
of  People  at  home  fo  injatuated  with  their 
Vtjion  of  a  Frontier,  and  fo  averfe  to 
giving  our  goed^  Friends  the  Spaniards 
even  toe  Shadow  of  Umbrage,  that  their 

Ears 
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Ears ’would  not  bear  the  Truth  in  its  full 
Extent,  fo  ’was  compelled  to  be  fatisfied 
"With  delivering  half  his  Opinion. 


But  as  I  am  not  quite  fo  delicate  as 
this  Gentleman,  and  as  my  long  Refi- 
dence  on  that  Continent,  and  frequent 
Intercouife  with  the  Indians,  (from  hav¬ 
ing  been  confiderably  concerned  in  the 
Fui  1  radey  have  perhaps  qualified  me 
as  well  for  this  tad:,  and  as  I  am 
prompted  by  the  prefent  melancholy  Si¬ 
tuation  of  our  Colonies,  I  dial],  with  the 
utmoft  Unrelerve  and  Freedom,  com— 
nidiiic^te  my  Sentiments  in  regard  to 
the  dediuiljve  Tumult  (for  I  fuppofe  it 
is  not  decent,  fo  immediately  on  the 
Conclufion  of  a  glorious,  adequate,  and 
folid  Peace,  to  term  it  a  War,)  now  ra¬ 
ging  on  our  Frontiers,  and  which,  I  am 
apprehenfive,  will  foon  penetrate  to  the 
V  ifals  of  our  Coionies.  It  appears  to  me  * 

then, 


yrfff,:  0  -  - 
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then,  that  there  are  only  two  Methods 
of  treating  this  Evil;  the  one  by  re?i- 
dering  the  Indians  dependent  upon  ns  ;  the 
other,  by  conciliating  their  Jffeldions  to 
uSfi  The  former  would  not  only  effec¬ 
tually  remove  the  Diforder,  but  prevent 
ail  Poffibjlity  of  its  Return.  The  latter 
v/ill  be  but  a  temporary  Relief.  But  as 
the  Pulfe  of  my  Countrymen  is  at  pre- 
fent,  I  am  afraid,  (on  the  dole  of  fo 
long,  fo  expenfive,  and  fo  bloody  a  War) 
too  low  ,to  rifk  the  former  Operation 
(which  is  no  lefs  than  difpoffeljing  the 
French  from  both  Sides  of  the  Miffiffipi, 
§  before  they  can^  in  any  confiderable  De¬ 
gree, 


r 


^  §  It  may  probably  be  fuppofed,  that  fhould  the 
I'rench  be  totally  expelled  from  North  America^  it 
would  by  no  Means  follow,  that  the  Indians  would 
be  reduced  to  a  State  of  Dependency  upon  us,  as 
they  might  Rill  be  fupplied  v/ith  Arms  and  Ammu- 
Jiitioii  from  our  own  Traders  ;  in  'vvhom  the  d'hirfl 
of  Gain  is  predominant  over  all  other  Cojifidera- 
nons.  But  nothing  can  be  more  idle,  than  this  Sup- 
polition.  A  fevere  Provincial  Law,  er^acting  it 


hio-hl  V 
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greui^  rc-eJlahUjh  their  Marine)  althodgh 
I  think,  their  dilatory  and  eiufive  Pro- 

highly  penal,  or  indeed  capital,  to  hold  any  Traf- 
fck  with  the  Indian^  unlefs  in  certain  eftaWifiied 
Marts,  would  render  it  impolTible  for  them  to  ob- 
Uin  luch  Quantities,  as  to  enable  them  to  enter 
into  a  regular  fyftematical  War  with  us.  Thev 

^Inle)  (if  it  was  worth  their 

whilej  fmugglc  from  our  Frontier  Towns,  fmall 

Parcels  fufficient  for  temporary  hunting,  but  this 

could  be  attended  with  no  ill  Confeauenct.  OvS 

theie  Marts  proper  Perfons  fliould  be  appointed 

to  fupenntend|an  Office,  which  the  Commanding 

Officers  of  thi  rcfpeaiee  Polls  are,  I  think,  full 

as  well  qualified  to  execute  as  any  other  Perfons  ; 

or  u  may  be  aflerted,  (to  the  Honour  of  the  Gen- 

tlemen.of  the  Army)  that  the  Majority  of  them 

{provided  the  Temptation  is  not  too  vfiji,  or  their 

Pozver  of  too  long  Continuance)  have  feme  Senfe  of 

onour,  and  fome  Regard  for  their  Country  ;  an 

ITe.  tion,  which  might  perhaps  be  deemed  rafli  in 

Favour  of  any  other  Order  of  Men.  Indeed  I 

that  the  Manage- 
have  been  left  fold  y  to 
bir  IVilliamJonnjon  ;  but  fince  that  wonderful  Dif- 

‘^a‘'gerous  a  Popularity 
this  Gentleman  -might  acquire  r.mongft  them  bv 

obferving  that  Rule  of  Condud  which  he  Fid 

down  to  himfelf,  and  which  ignorantPeople  (who 

are  Strangers  to  the  Ambition  of  the  Man)  call 

SnkTt’  f rrtf’  ^  Means 

intrulled,  he.fliquld  be  any  longer 

•e 
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ceeding  in  the  Demolition  of  Dunkirk^ 
and  infamous  Difregard  to  Faith,  in  dif- 
claiming  the  moft  facred  of  all  Obliga¬ 
tions,  the  vaj}  Sums  due  Jor  the  Mainte- 
nojice  of  their  SubjeBs,  moho  were  Pri- 
foners  with  us  through  the  whole  Courfe 
of  the  War,  would  juftify  our  adopting 
this  Meafure,  not  only  in  the  Eye  of 
the  mofl;  rigid  Civilian,  but  even  by  the 
Confeffion  of  thofs  States  who  are  the 
lead  partial  to  us. 

But  I  fay,  as  I  am  apprehenlive  the 
Pulfe  of  my  Countrymen  is  at  prefent 
too  low  to  ride  this  Experiment,  I  fliall 
inlift  chiefly  on  the  latter,  and  more  mo- 
derate,  which  (although'  I  am  myfelf 
fufpicious  of  its  Efficacy)  may  appear  to 
many  well-meaning  People  the  more 
eligible  Method,  viz.  The  Conciliation  of 
the  Indians  Ajfediions  to  us. 

,  To 


^  • 


To  accomplifh  this  Purpofe,  the  moft 
infallible  Means  would  be,  to  look  back, 
and  minutely  confider  qur  Condud:,  fince 
our  firft  CommunicatioJi  with  them,  and 
then  to  refolve,  for  the  future,  to  ad  in 
t.\Qxy  h.xtic\e.  diametrically  the  reverfe  \ 

Scheme,  which  with  Difficulty  will  be 
put  in  Pradice,  unlefs  the  greateft  P^e- 
gard  and  Attention  is  paid  to  the  Cha- 
raders  of  the  feveral  Governors,  and 
Commander  in  Chief,  who  are  fent  over 
to  that  Continent.  I  include  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  becaufe  the  Nature  of 
his  Office,  and  the  Extent  of  his  Power 
is  fuch,  that  the  beft  Meafures  of  the 

A 

% 

mofi:  accom.pliOjed  Governors,  might  be 
defeated  by  his  Ignorance  or  Perverfenefs. 

As  Mr.  Amhcrfc,  I  am  informed,  is 
returning  home,  (q  Circimi (lance  much  to 
he,  lamented^  by  ike  Colonies  imiverfally y  and 

C  2  tnerye. 
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more  fo,  if  po^ibk,  by  the  Army,  which 
has  been  fo  happy  and  viBorioiis  under  his 
Atifptces)  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought 
prefuming,  or  ui^eafonable,  to  point  out 
the  Q^ualifications  requisite  for  that 
portant  Truft. 

The  Peifon  then  wno  is  appointed  to 
this  great  Station,  Ihould  not  only  be  pofr 
feffed  of  the  fundamental  Attributes  ot 
a  General,  fuch  as  Courage  without  RaJJj- 
ucjs,  Coolnejs  without  Phlegm,  ASiivity, 
Zeal,  Capacity,  &c.  but  as  he  is  fo  far 
removed  from  the  Infpedlion  of  the  Got 
vernment,  and  copfequently  his  Autho¬ 
rity  little  fubjedt  to  Controul  j  and  a?  the 
Bulk  of  People  at  home  may  form  their 
Notions  of  his  Merit  and  Condudl  from 
his  own  Accounts  principally,  by  his 
having  clmojl  an  abfolute  Command  over 
Ice  Pacuets ;  and  as  his  Office  is  not 
purely  military,  (but  by  a  Sort  of 

Courtefy, 


(  21  ) 

Courtefy,  has  a  Mixture  of  Viceroyalty 
in  it)  it  is  likewife  neceffary  he  fhould 
be  endowed  with  many  Qiyalities,  which, 
in  a  General  more  immediately  under 
the  Eye  of  the  Government,  are  not  fo 
abfolutely  requifite.  His  military  Talents 
(though  certainly  very  material)  are  per¬ 
haps  the  leafl  to  be  confidered ;  for  as 
the  Nature  of  that  War  (now  the  French 
are,  in  appearance,  out  of  the  Queftion) 
is  confined  to  the  Petite  Guerre,  or  Par- 
tizan  War,  it  can  fcarcely  happen  that 
he  fhould  be  under  the  Neceflity  of  adt- 
ing  in  Perfon. 

His  firft  and  efiential  Bufinefs  will 
therefore  be  to  make  himfelf  Mailer  of 
the  Geography  of  that  Country,  not  by 
poring  ever  defeBive  Maps,  and  the  Le¬ 
gends  of  Mijfionaries,  in  his  great  Chair 
■at  Head  garters,  but  by  vifiting  him- 
(elf,  (as  far  as  is  confident  with  his  per- 

Jonal 
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final  Safety)  the  great  Chain  of  Forts 
and  Pofts  on  our  vaft  extended  Fron¬ 
tier  j  by  examining,  with  his  own  Eye, 
the  Conveniencies  and  Inconveniencies  of 
the  numerous  navigable  Rivers,  the  Na¬ 
vigation  and  Harbours  of  the  Lakes,  the 
Nature,  Length,  and  Difficulties  of  the 
Portages  *  and  Defiles,  which  muft  be 
paffed  on  the  different  Communications  : 
I  fay  it  is  neceffary  that  he  ffiould  ex¬ 
amine  thefe  Things  with  his  own  Eye  j 
for  otherwife,  by  Ignorance,  or  falfc  Ac¬ 
counts,  he  may  be  led  into  a  thoufand 
Meafures,  unnecessary,  pernicious, 

and  EXTRAVAGANT;  fuch  as  making 
erroneous  Diftribution  of  his  Troops,  harraf- 
fng  them  to  7io  Purpofe,  building  expenfive 
Forts,  where  they  are  not  material-,  ne- 
glebiing  others  that  are ;  throwing  away 


The  Diftances’ from  one  navi?able  Water  ta 
another,  over  wLhich  Boats  are  carried  by  Land. 


numberlefs: 


^  .-''Si''. 
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Mimherlefs  Lives,  by  omitting  to '  provide 
proper  Vejjfels  for  the  different  Navigations 
of  the  different  Lakes  j  and  a  Multitude  of 
other  irreparable  Mifchiefs,  which  can 
only  be  avoided  by  his  own  immediate 
Knowledge  of  the  Country. 

After  this,  his  next  Care  fas  he  is  not 
fuppofed  to  aft  in  Perfon)  will  be  in  the 
proper  Choice  of  the  Perfons  who  arc 
to  execute  his  fevcral  Plans;  and  in  this 
Mr.  Amherfi  has  fet  an  Example,  worthy 
of  Imitation,  to  all  who  fhall  fucceed 
him.  He  has  greatly  and  boldly  fet 
afide  that  ridiculous  Refpeft  for  Senio¬ 
rity,  and  fometimes  been  known  to  have 
employed  even  finiple  Colonels,  in  the  moft 
important  Commands,  in  Preference  to 
Men  of  fuperior  Rank,  but  inferior  Q^- 
lifications.  But  befides  this  Faculty  of 
difeerning  what  Men  are  bed:  adapted  to 
particular  Talks,  as  (from'  the  Nature  of 

that 
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that  Service,  Succefs  depends  on  the  Spi-- 
nt  of  the  Troops  more  independently 
of  other  Circumftances  than  in  any 
other  kind  of  War)  there  is  one  other 
Property  more  requifite  (if  poffible)  in 
the  Commander  of  an  American  Army, 
than  of  any  other,  and  for  which  the 
fame  illuftnous  Perfonage  is  equally 
confpicuous,  as  he  is  for  all  other  Ex¬ 
cellencies  }  it  is  that  Warmth,  that  Zealy 
that  Anunatiouy  with  which  he  itever 
fails  to  reward  any  gallant  and  merito^ 
nous  Amon,  immediately  and  amply,  not 
only  in  the  lower  Order  of  Officers,  but 
in  common  Soldiers  ■,  by  adhering  to 
which  generous  Maxim,  he  has  wo'l-ked. 
up  that  Army  to  an  incredible  Degree 

of  what  may  not  fo  properly  be  ftilcd 
Courage  as  Chivalry 


*  Several  very  remarJcable  biftanccs  of  this  Soirie 


But  (as  I  have  already  obferved)  his 
Office  is  not  purely  militaiy.  He  ffiould 

have 


in  the  Aimrican  Army  :  From  thefe,  T  dja]]  only  fe- 
le(Sl  two,  which  may  ferve  as  a  Specimen  of  their 
general  Chara6Ler. 

In  the  Year  1759?  after  the  glorious  TteduBlon  of 
7‘iconderoga^  and  after  having  feen  that  important  For- 
irefs  of  Crown-Point  put  on  a  lefpedtabie  Footing, 
Mr.  Amherfi  determined  with  his  Uttk  Army  to  cfFeft, 
if  poffible,  a  Junction  with  General  IFolfe^  in  the 
River  St,  Lawrence  ;  but  many  almoil  infarmount- 
able  Obfracles  lay  in  his  Way;  among^fL  the  rcfl* 
fome  armed  Ships  of  confiderabie  Force  ;  one  of 
which  was  anchored  about  a  Mile  from  cliC  Shore. 
This,  two  common  Soldiers,  or  noiHcommilTioned 
Officers,  undertook  to  fet  on  fire.  hFhey  were  accord - 
ingly  furniihed  with  Machines,  fomewhat  on  the 
Principle  of  what  I  am  told  military  Men  call  a  Pe¬ 
tard,  which  they  were  to  carry  in  their  Hats,  as  the 
only  Means  of  preferving  them  dry  :  Thus  accoutred, 
they  fwam  filently  to  the  Ship,  and  acfually  fixed 
one  of  them  to  its  Stern  ;  in  the  Operation,  they 
v/ere  unfortunately  difeovered,  and  challenged  by  the 
Centinels  on  Deck  ;  but  notv/itldlandi ng  this,  they 
perfifted,  moved  to  th.e  Head  of  the  Ship,  and  re¬ 
peated  their  Attempt ;  and,  it  is  fuppofed,  tlut  they 
would  a(Slualiy  have  accompliihed  their  Scheme,  had 
there  not  been  fome  unlucky  DcfcFl;  in  the  Compo- 
fition,  which  would  not  take  Fire;  fo  the  Mifcar- 
rlagc  muff  be  imputed  alone-  to  the  Artillery  Officer, 
who  prepared  the  Compofition.  However,  notwith- 

D  ilanding 


# 
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have  fonis  other  Qi^alifications  than  what 
are  required  in  a  mere  rnilitary  Man. 

As 

the  Ship’s  Crew  was  alarmed,  they  perfevered  until 
one  of  them  received  a  Wound  in  the  Shoulder  by 
a  Hatchet;  then  with  Reludance  retired.  The  other 

^  Leave  to  mention,  is  this : 

i  he  Year  afterwards,  in  the  River  S^.  Lawrence,  at 

^  u'  u  Royal,  the  Commodore’s  Ship, 

which  carried  a  confiderable  Share  of  the  great  Am¬ 
munition,  by  fome  Accident  ran  on  fhore,  within 
II ^ty  or  bxty  Yards  of  the  French  Batteries,  the  Guns 
ot  which  were  immediately  turned  upon  her,  and  at 
iengtn  obliged  her  to  furrender,  which  might  have 
proved  a  mod  embarrafTing  Event  to  the  Gcmeral,  as 
the  Lofs  -of  the  Ammunition  which  flie  contained, 
might  have  impeded,  in  fome  meafure,  the  Ope- 
rations  of  the  Campaign.  The  only  Remedy  was 
to  be  pofiefled  of  her  before  Night ;  that  is  to  fay, 
before  the  Fre?tch  could  burn  her  ;  for  whilft  D^y 
Jaficd,  they  would  not  venture  to  pafs  to  her  in  their 
Boats,  as  they  mufl  have  been  expofed  to  our  Bat¬ 
teries,  which  were  ereded  on  each  Side  of  the  Ri¬ 
ver.  In  this  Interim,  two  Subalterns  with  thirty 
Men,  threw  themfelves  into  two  different  Boats, 
pafTed  through  the  whole  Fire  of  the  Cannon  and 
SrnalJArmsof  the  Fort,  entered  the  Port-holes,  re- 
hoifled  EngUjh  Colours  with  iheir  own  Hands,  and 
kept  Poflellion  of  the  Ship,  until  under  Covert,  of  the 
the  Night,  our  Boats  v/cre  enabled  to  pafs  to  her, 
and  by  thefe  Means  to  (ecu re  a  confiderable  Part  of 
the  Ammunition,  I  pafs  over  the  taking  of  an  eigh- 
^een-gun  Ship,  by  three  Imali  Boats,  at  the  fame  time, 

and 


As  It  is  probable  that  he  will  fometlmes 

be  under  the  Necefiity  of  adting  the 

\ 

Part  of  Mediator  betwixt  one  Province 
and  another,  betwixt  the  Affeinblies  and 
their  refpedlive  Governors,  he  flrould  be 
endued  with  fome  Degree  of  Eloquence, 
and  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
Grounds  and  Merits  of  their  feveral 
Difputes,  which  caoj  perhaps,  be  only 
terminated  by  his  Interpofition.  His 
Connexion  with  the  Indians  demand, 
that  he  lliould  not  only  be  a  Man  of 
confummate  Integrity ;  of  too  liberal  and 
extenfive  a  way  of  Thinking  to  detpife 
bis  Fellow-Creatures,  becaufe  they  differ 

D  2  from 

and  the  fame  Place,  the  Landing  of  l.ontfnoure^,  and 
many  other  Feats  equally  brilliant,  as  T  am  nor  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Detail  of  them  ;  but  I  took  the  Li¬ 
berty  to  be  fomewhat  circuniflantlal  on  the  two 'for- 
rrier  AcStions,  as  I  had  the  Particulars  from  a  Gen 
tleman  who  was  an  Eye-witnefs,  and  who  makes 
no  doubt,  but  that  thofe  brave  Men  who  performed 
them,  were  inmedlately  reiuardid  in  a  nobU  and  adc^ 
quate  Manner, 


I 


} 


/ 


it'om  hiinfeh  in  Complexion  and  Cuf- 
ftoms  (when,  perhaps,  they  are  his  Sn- 
periors.in  Capacity,  and  every  thin^ 
■which  Mankind  fliould,  with  Proprie¬ 
ty,  value  itfelr  upon).  He  fhould  be  a 
Man  of  too  much  Juftice  and  Huma¬ 
nity  to  treat  them  without  Regard  to 
Faith  and  Decorum,  becaufe  tljey  are 
cadcd  Savages  :  1  fay^  he  iliould  not 

omy  be  really  poffeffed  of  thefe  Quali¬ 
ties,  but  (what  may  appear  ridiculous  to 
tnofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
Singularities  of  the  hdians)  he  fhould 
nave  the.m,  in  fome  meafure,  damped 
on  his  Countenance,  as  of  all  their  Sin- 
guiaruies,  none  is  more  remarkable  than 
then  >.>t!pei  itition  in  Phyliognomy  ;  For 
Infcance,  they  cannot  feparate  the  Idea 
of-  ^  down-cafi  Look  from  Malignity  and 
V-  reachery,  Refervejrom  Emptinefs,  or  So¬ 
lemnity  Jrom  Stupidity.  For  thefe  Rea- 
fons,  an  open,  frank  anderedi  Countenance 


•  I 
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is  of  the  utmoit  Importance,  as  is  like- 
wife  an  unreferved  S.tyle  of  Converfation  j 
for  they  cannot  be  perfuaded  but  that 
inflexible  .Silence  muft  harbour  evil  In¬ 
tentions  ;  and,  as  it  is  certain,  that  the 
bare  Sufpicion  of  Evil  being  intended 
againft  them,  may  be  attended  with  the 
moil  tragical  Confequences. 

It  is  highly  incumbent  therefore  on  who¬ 
ever  fucceeds  to  this  great  Office,  carefully 
to  avoid  giving  them  even  the  lead  Shadow 
for  fufpedting,  that  any  illegal  Encroach¬ 
ments  upon  their  Territories  are  pro- 
jedted  j .  for  I  can  fcarcely  believe,  that 
there  is  fo  great  a  Monfler  in  Exiflence,  as 
really  to  form  any  Defigns  of  this  Na¬ 
ture,  when  he  coniiders,  that  in  order  to 
gratify  a  worthlefs,  npflart,  rapacious  Sy¬ 
cophant,  he  rnufl  involve  vohole  Provnnces 
in  Ruin,  Blood  and  Dcfolation  *. 

People 

/ 

*  His  Majeft/s  Proclamation  of  the  7th  of  Oi^o- 
het ^  with  the  View  of  leaving  the  Indians  unnioleUed 


People  of  a  dcfponding  Turn  may  bd 
apt  to  imagine,  that,  fhould  the  whole 
Earth  be  ranfacked,  no  one  Perfon  (the 
prefent  excellent  Commander  excepted) 
can  be  found,  in’  whom  all  thefe  rare 
Accomplifhments  and  happy  Circum- 
ftances  are  united,  I  confefs,  I  once  de- 
fpaired  of  it  myfelf  ^  but,  upon  confult- 
ing  fome  of  my  Acquaintance,  who  have 
been  convcrfant  with  our  General  Oncers ^ 

I  have  been  affured  that  he  is  not  with¬ 
out  his  Fellows. 

j 

in  their  Pofleflions,  prohibits  the  feveral  GovernorSj 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  that  Continent,  to  pafs 
Patents  for  any  Lands,  beyond  the  bounds  of  their 
refpeaive  Governments,  or  beyond  the  Heads  of  the 
Rivers,  which  fall  from  the  Weft,  and  North  Weft, 
into  the  Atlantick^  but  within  thefe  Bounds  by  vaft 
Tra6ts  of  the  fineft  Grounds,  which  the  Indians  ab- 
folutely  deny  were  ever  ceded  to  us,  or  fairly  purchafed 
by  us.  Indeed  the  Six  Nations^  or  Jrroquois^  who 
fhould  be  confidered  as  the  Primum  Mobile  of  Ac-’ 
tion  to  all  the  reft,  fcarcely  ever  hunt  on  any  other 
I^ands,  than  what  are  comprehended  within  the 
aforelaid  Limits,  viz,  from  the  Sources  of  the  Aid- 

hawk  and  Sufquehanna^  Rivers,  down  towards  the 
Ocean, 


I  (ball 
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* 

I  fhall  now,  with  all  Deference  to  my 
Superiors,  venture  to  hint  at  the  kind  of 
Chara(fter  beft  adapted  for  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  our  Provinces,  efpecially  our 
new  acquired  ones;  a  Taflc,  which  I 
own  would  be  ufelefs,  were  Men  im¬ 
mortal,  or  had  we  any  Infurance  that  no 
untimely  Accidents  might  deprive  the  Pub- 
lick  of  thofe  accompliflied  Gentlemen, 
who  have  lately  (to  the  immortal  Ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Government,  and  the  Satis- 
fa(?tion  of  all  good  Men)  with  fo  much 
Propriety  and  Judgment  been  appointed 
to  thofe  Stations  ;  but  as  the  well  or  ill 
Adminiftration  of  Canada  is  undoubtedly 
of  the  moft  clTential  Concern  to  the 
Publick,  I  fliall  dwell  chiefly  on  the 

Qualifications  which  ought  to  be  mani- 

\  _ 

feft  in  the  Perfon,  to  whom  fo  great,  fo 
extenfive,  and  fo  important  a  Charge  is 

intruded ; 


\ 
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intruded.  He  fhould  not  only  be  a  Man  of 
unimpeached  Integrity,  of  a  clear  and  found 
Underfanding,  but  of  the  moji  governable 
Jd ajjions  3  he  Ihould  be  one  vehofe  d^ature 
WOULD  NOT  ONLY  REVOLT  at  AEl%  of 

Cruelty^  hut  even  at  whatever  has  the  leaft 
Semblance  of  Severity,  Oppreffion,  or  tyran¬ 
ny  5  he  ihould  be  a  Stranger  to  Avarice, 
Envy  and  Revenge  ;  he  fnould  be  a 
Friend  to  the  Conftitution  of  his  Coun¬ 
try,  and  to'  the  Liberties  of  Mankind  in 
general  j  he  fliould  be  a  Man,  fuch,  in 
ihort,  as  the  prefent  Governor  is  univer- 
folly  allowed  to  be  *. 

But  fiaould  that  Colony  ever  be  un¬ 
happy  enough  to  fall  under  the  Rod.of  a 
Man  of  an  oppofite  Charader,  there  is  no 
painting  to  our  Imagination  what  might 
be  the  Extent  of  their  Sufferings ;  for  (as 
no  civil  Judicature  is  eflablifhed  in  that 

*  The  Honourable  Ja?nes  Murray,  Efqj 

Country, 
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Country,  and  as  the  only  Charter  of  Se- 
^curity  for  their  Liberty  and  Property  is 
contained  in  the  Capitulation  of  Montreal, 
the  Spirit  of  which  might  be  eluded  by 
a  thoufand  Prevarications  their  Perfons 
would  lie  at  the  Mercy  of  his  Passion 
and  Caprice  ;  their  Fortunes  of  his  Ra¬ 
pacity.  Their  Trade  (the  Source  of  their 
Fortunes)  he  might  monopolize  into  his  own 
Hands,  under  various  Pretences.  He  might 
draw  Precedents  from  the  iniquitous  Pro- 


From  the  Nature  and  Circumftances  of  this  Co 
tony,  It  muft  be  a  very  confiderable  time  before  am 
Porm  of  Civil  Government  can  be  eftabliihed.  ll 
the  mean  time  few  of  thofe  who  mav  be  injured 
^!1_ attempt  redreffing  themfelves,  by  Appeals  to  hi. 

Invy  Council;  as  this  Method  will  bs 
attended  with  great  Delays,  Expence  and  DifEcul- 
ties,  efpecially  when  they  confider,  that  their  Op- 
prelTor  muff  be  a  Perfon  of  great  Weight  and  Inte- 
reft,  from  the  high  Office  which  has  been  conferred 
upon  him ;  .or  luch  ihcfe  poor  People  (who  have 
been  ufed  to  an  arbitrary  Government,  where  Merit 
IS  never  conndered  but  every  thing  goes  by  Favour 

and  Conn.xion)  will  naturally  conclude  their  Gover¬ 
nor  to  be. 

E 
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/ 

ceedings  of  his  French  Predecejfors ;  he 
might  alieit,  in  the  Lflngusge  of  thofe 
Plunderers,  that  fuch  and  fuch  particu¬ 
lar  Spots  (perhaps  the  Portages  through 
which  all  Commerce  muft  necelTarily 
pafs)  were  Royal  Ports,  facred  to  the  Ufe 
and  Emoluments  of  the  Crown.  Under 
thefe  Pretences,  he  might  confifeate  {to 
what  he  woidd  call  the  Ufe  of  his  Majefy) 
the  entire  Subrtance  of  thole  unhappy 
People,  who  had  flattered  themfelves 
with  bettering  their  Circumftances,  by  an 
honert  Indurtry  in  a  legal  Trade,  for  no 
other  Crime  but  being  ignorant  of  a  Fad 
which  no  Man  but  himfelf  is  acquainted 
with,  viz.  Phat  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
ever  did  or  can  afume  to  itfelf  without  the 
Confent  of  the  whole  Legif  attire,  the  monopo¬ 
ly  of  any  oneBranch  of  Commerce  whatever 

But 

®  gracious  Proclaination  declares  in 
exprefs  Terms,  that  the  I  fade  ftall  be  free  and  open 
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But  this  Is  not  all ;  thould  a  large  Pof- 
feffion  of  Lands  be  the  Objedl  of  his 
Avarice,  he  might,  by  dint  of  Menaces, 
force  People  out  of  their  Property,  or 
oblige  them  to  part  wdth  it  for  Trifles ; 
which  fliould  they  refufe,  he  might  feize 
the  rnofl;  frivolous  Occaflon  of  imprifon- 
ing  their  Perfons,  burthening  their  Houfes 
with  Soldiers ;  nay,  he  might  proceed  to 
the  ultimatum  of  all  Oppreflion,  the  at¬ 
tempting  to  raife  Money  upon  them  by  his 
c%vn  arbitrary  A[[e[fment^  in  fliort,  by  every 
Species  of  Outrage,  Violence  and  Tyran¬ 
ny,  by  difregarding  all  Laws,  not  only  of 
his  own  Country,  but  of  Humanity.  He 
might  reduce  them  to  that  degree  of  De- 
fpair,  as  to  look  upon  a  Flight  to  the  Mif- 
Jijippi  as  tlieir  only  Refource,  or  the  Suf- 

E  2  fe rings 

O 

to  all  his  Subjects ;  but  a  Man  fo  totally  blinded  to 
every  Duty,  by  the  Dsmon  of  x^varice,  as  I  am  here 
fuppofm^y  would  fcaicely  pay  any  Regard  even  to  this 
fsigrcd 
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ferings  of  their  Conquerors  the  Britifh 
Troops  as  their  .only  Confolation  j  for  it 
cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  even  thefe, 
under  the  Command  of  foch  a  Man 
(whofe  Pow'er  is  fo  remote  from  Infpecr 
tion  and  Controul)  muif  have  their  Share 
of  Miferies, 

Thofe  Individuals  aniongd;  them  who 
are  moft  confpicuous  for  Underftanding, 
Courage  and  Merit,  would  be  the  imme¬ 
diate  Objects  of  his  Jcaloufy,  Fear  and 
Hatred.  Their  good  Senfe,  he  might  ap¬ 
prehend,  would  render  ineffedual  all  the 
Artifices  he  could  ufe  to  throw  a  Colour 
over  his  Enormities  j  their  Courage  might 
endanger  his  Safety,  when  he  is  no  longer 
proteded  by  the  Nature  of  his  Office ; 
and  their  Merit  he  would  confider  as  a 
Handing  Reproach  to  his  own  Worthleff- 
neE.  For  thefe  Reafons,  he  would  befet 
thofe  who  are  moft  eminently  poffeffedof 
thefe  equalities  with  Spies,  all  their  Mo- 

tions 
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tions  would  be  watched,  and,  in  fome  un-^ 
guarded  Hour,  they  might  give  an  Open, 
of  which  Advantage  would  be  taken  to 
their  utter  Ruin.  All  thofe  who  had 
Gratitude  and  Generofity  enough  to  treat 
with  Refpedl  Living  Worthy  or  with 
Veneration  the  Memory  of  a  dead  Hero, 
he  would  confider  as  his  mortal  and  de¬ 
clared  Enemies,  as  he  muft  conclude, 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  reverence  Virtue 
and  Merit,  without  having  in  Proportion 
an  Abhorrence  for  their  Contraries,  Nor 
isittobefuppofcd,  that  a  Man  of  this  Frame 
of  Mind  would  confine  himfelf  to  the 
Maltreatment  of  the  mofi:  meritorious  In¬ 
dividuals  ;  the  Mafs  of  the  Army  collec¬ 
tively  would,  in  all  probability,  fare  little 
better,  in  time  of  Peace  (which  would 
afford  him  no  Opportunity  of  blunder¬ 
ing  them  into  Defeat,  Slaughter,  and  Dif- 
grace,  through  a  lunatic  Ambition  of  out- 
Ihining  Men,  w’hofe  military  Glories 
were  fufliciently  bright,  without  the 

Contrail: 


m 


Contraft  of  his  Abfurdities)  he  might  itn- 
pofe  upon  them  every  Sort  of  fervile 
Drudgery  j  not  in  the  ufual  lav/ful  mili¬ 
tary  Labours,  fuch  ns  clenfing  Csniniuni- 
cations,  ereSling  or  repairing  Fortijicatmis, 
G’c.  but  he  might  carry  his  Infolence  to 
that  Height,  as  to  enjoin  upon  them  as  a 
Duty  (for  his  own  private  Lucre  and 
Advantage)  the  Tillage  and  Cultivation 
of  Lands,  which  he  might  take  it  in  his 
Head  to  call  his  own.  Should  they  re¬ 
ject  with  an  honeft  and  becoming  Indig¬ 
nation  this  inglorious  Talk,  he  might 
devife  every  Method  of  harrafling  and 
diftrefling  them,  without  condefcending 
to  aflign  any  other  Reafon,  than  that 
they  had  the  Prefumption  to  confider  them- 
fehes  as  mdlorious  Britilli  Troops,  and  not 
as  the  purchafed  Slaves  of  an  Individual. 

I  have  been  led  into  being  thus  circum- 
llantial  on  the  Qualifications  necefiary  for 
this  great  and  important  Office,  not  only 
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from  a  Conviction  that  It  may  be  of  the 
utmoft  Confequence  to  my  Country  to  be 
thus  cautioned  in  fome  juture  Tmes, 
but  from  the  Pleafure  I  feel  in  being 
able  to  congratulate  the  Prefcnt,  in  feeing 
it  fo  juftly,  fo  adequately  filled. 

I  fhall  have  Occafion  to  fay  very  little 
on  the  Subject  of  our  two  other  new 
acquired  Governments,  Eaji  and  Wefi 
Florida^  as  the  Adminiftration  of  them 
appears  to  me  to  be  of  a  much  lefs  in¬ 
tricate  Nature  than  that  of  Canada, 

The  .flriCtefl  Integrity  is  indeed  here 
likewife  of  a  moft  ferious  Confideration,  as 
the  convenient  Situation  of  thefe  Colonies, 
in  regard  to  the  French  and  Spamfi  Settle¬ 
ments  both  on  the  Main  and  in  the 
Iflands,  might  be  a  Temptation  to  Men 
who  are  not  Jlrongly  armed  in  Honefly 
to  enter  into,  or  at  leafl,  connive  at  fome 
kinds  of  Commerce  extreamly  detriinen- 
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tal  to  their  own  Country-j  and  beneficial 
to  our  Rivals  and  Enemies. 

And  I  fancy  that  upon  Inquiry, 
every  reafonable  Man  will  have  fuffi- 
cient  Caufe  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
Eledlion  of  thefe  Southern  Prefects, 
the  Governors  of  Augufine  and  Penfacola. 
The  former  of  thefe  Gentlemen  *  has 
not  only  the  bare  negative  Reputation 
of  being  a  Man  of  Honour  (which  every 
Gentleman  has  an  undoubted  Title  to, 
until  he  has  forfeited  it  by  giving  fome 
Inftances  to  the  contrary)  but  he  has  been 
tried,  he  has  been  approved  in  the  mod: 
rigid  of  all  Schools;  he  has  (if  I  may 
ule  the  Exprefiion)  pafied  the  fiery  Or¬ 
deal  of  Virtue ;  to  fay  all  in  a  Word,  he 
had  the  Honour  of  adling  in  Capacity  of 
Qu^dor  to  that  generous,  that  amiable, 
that  upright  and  clean-handed  Nobleman, 

the 
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the  Conqueror  of  the  Tlavannah.  As  to 
the  latter,  or  Penfacola  Prefedl,  I  am  an 
utter  Stranger  to  both  his  Perfon  and 
Charader  ;  therefore  cannot  pretend  to 
fay  any  thing  either  of  his  Virtues  or  De¬ 
merits 

I  fhall  now  take  the  Liberty  to  hint 
to  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  in  any  juture 
Times  may  be  appointed  to  thefe  Stations, 
that  although  all  the  Qualifications  which 
I  have  here  delineated,  fliould  combine 
in  one  and  the  fame  Perfon,  they  would 
be  infufficient,  if  unhappily  tarnhhed  by 
one  very  ridiculous,  but  no  uncommon 
Wcaknefs ;  I  mean  Provincial  or  National 
Prejudice.  I  am  fenfible  it  is  unnecef- 
fary  to  addrels  myfelf  on  this  Subjedt  to 
the  prefent  Governors,  who  fortunately 
are  all  Natives  of  Scotland,  and  confe- 
quently,  to  a  Man,  exempt  from  this 


*  For  this  R^afon,  when  the  Governors  are  fpgke 
of  in  general  Terms,  through  the  CouiTc  ol  th  Fa- 
pers,  nothing  is  alluded  to  this  Gentleman. 
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Failing.  But  I  (hall  fuppofe  an  IHJh  or 
TTorkfljifctncin,  (in  their  Situation,  and 
with  the  fame  Extent  of  Power)  thus 
unhappily  biafled  towards  their  refpcc- 
tive  Countrymen,  what  infinite  ill  Blood, 
Animofity,  and  Difeord  (obftrudfivc  to 
the  general  Good)  might  not  their  par¬ 
tial  Difiindtions  create,  not  only  amongft 
the  Adventurers  in  Commerce,  and  Set¬ 
tlers,  but  even  amongft  the  Military  ? 
When  the  whole  in  Juftice  ought  to  be 
treated  indiferiminately,  as  the  Children 
of  one  common  Mother,  and  embarked 
in  one  common  Caufc,  the  Welfare  of 
their  Parent, 

I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  it  was  this 
Confideration'  alone  which  induced  the 
Government  to  fet  afide  Mr.  Gage,  who 
was  Senior,  both  as  Officer  and  Gover¬ 
nor,  to  Mr.  and  who,  in  all 

other  Refpedts,  was  a  Man  of  unque- 
ftionable  Charader  and  Abilities,  but  in 
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this  Article  could  never  fhake  off  the 
unhappy  Influence  of  his  Education  ;  it 
feems  this  Gentleman  was  born  in  Glou- 
cejierJJoire^  where  he  had  imbibed  fo  ex¬ 
travagant  and  illiberal  a  Prepofl'eflion  in 
Favour  of  his  Compatriots,  amongft 
whom,  indeed,  he  included  the  Natives 
of  two  or  three  adjacent  Counties,  that 
it  is  notorious  he  would  (to  the  utmoft 
of  his  Power)  ■  in  every  fhape,  patronize, 
abet,  and  promote  the  niofl;  undeferving 
of  thefe,  in  Preference  to  others  of  the 
flrft  Merit ;  but  who  had  the  Misfor¬ 
tune  to  fpring  from  a  different  Quarter 
of  the  Ifland.  Indeed  for  the  fame  Rea- 
ions,  (on  the  Suppoftion  of  iMr,  Am- 
herjl\  adlually  returning  liorne)  1  can  by 
no  Means  think  it  politick,  that  this  Gen¬ 
tleman  fhould  be  intrufted  with  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Army,  (although  I  know, 
by  the  common  Order  of  Things,  it 
would  devolve  to  him,  as  he  is  at  prefent 
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fecond)  for  I  lliould  expedt  to  fee  in  a 
very  fliort  Time,  the  Bulk  of  the  Officers 

of  that  Army  compofed  of  Gloucejier- 
jhire^  WorceflerJIoirey  and  Herefordffnre 
Men  ;  the  Confequence  of  which,  (ef- 
pecially  fnce  the  paffing  of  the  late  Cyder 
Acl)  I  leave  to  wifer  Heads  than  my  own 
to  determine.  But  it  may  now,  with 
great  feeming  Propriety  be  affied,  what 
End  I  propofe  to  myfelf,  in  giving  this 
Catalotrue  of  Virtues  and  Endowments 

o 
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requifite  for  the  proper  Difcharge  of 
thefc  important  Trails,  when  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  they  are  already  coromitted  to 
the  Hands  of  Men  fo  every  Way  accom- 
plifhed  ?  I  confefs  that  this  Exception 
would  he  juft,  were  human  Affairs  lefs 
fragi! ;  but  alas !  the  Publick  may  be  de¬ 
prived  of  thefe  excellent  Perfonages  by 
a  thoufand  Accidents.  Envy  and  Malice 
were  ever  attendant  on  exalted  Merit  j 
their  heft  Adlion's  may  be  mifreprelented; 
their  very  Virtues  naay  be  turned  againft 
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them ;  and  fuch  Artifices  may  be  ufed, 
and  fuch  Clamours  raifed,  by  ill  deligning 
People,  that  the  prefent,  or  fome  future 
Adminiftration,  may  find  themfelves 
under  the  Neceffity  of  removing  them, 
even  againft  the  Bent  of  their  own  In¬ 
clinations  ;  or  they,  perhaps,  may  them- 
felves  voluntarily  refign,  finding  their  t 

Salaries  by  no  Means  in  Proportion  to 
the  Dignity  of  their  Office,  and  the  Af¬ 
fluence  which  they  have  been  accuftomed 
to  from  their  Cradles  ;i  and  we  may  be 
aflured,  that  they  would  fhudder  at  the 
Thoughts  of  making  up  the  Deficiencies, 
by  any  clandefline  or  indiredl  Methods. 

Or,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  Man’s 
Life  is  every  where  precarious,  but  more 
fo  in  that  Hemifphere.  The  Damps  and 
vehement  Heats  of  Florida,  muft  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  extreamly  prejudicial  to 
Northern  Conftitutlons ;  but  in  Canada, 
the  human  Frame  has  innumerable  Foes 
to  combat  with,  not  only  the  fuddcn 
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ViciiTitudes  and  rigorous  Extreams  of  the 
diiferent  Seafons,  the  exceflive  Frofts  of 
Winter,  the  Humidity  of  the  Spring,  the 
Intenfenefs  of  the  Summer  Suns,  but  the 
Moon  has  likewife,  in  that  Climate,  a 
very  extraordinary  Influence  upon  fome^ 
Conftitutions,  and  is  produBhe  of  a  Dif 
order  which  oft eji  proves  fatal 

*  This  Diforder,  in  the  Indian  Language,  is  cal¬ 
led  called  Hahonkevaxts^  or  the  Adalady  op  the  Swans ^ 
it  being  obferved  that  thofe  Animals  fly  higher  or 
lower,  croak,  or  fing,  neftJe  together,  or  void  their 
Lxcrements  on  each  other,  according  to  the  Increafe 
or  Decreafe  of  the  Moon.  I  have  been  told  by  Peo¬ 
ple  who  have  refided  long  in  that  Country,  that  its 
EfFedfs  on  the  hun)an  Species  are  different,  but  all 
very  extraordinary ;  fometimes  the  afflicfed  Perfon  is 
feized  with  a  fit  of  zvhinlng^  fawning^  and  crouching 
at  other  Times,  he  will  burli:  out,  without  any  via¬ 
ble  Occafion,  into  the  moji  horrid  Imprecations^  Ji amp ^ 
hick  the  Chairs^  roll  his  Eyes^  and  foam  at  the  Mouth  , 
fometimes  fo  ffrange  a  Miff  is  caff  over  his  Eyes  and 
Underflanding,  that  he  will  miftake  a  Regiment  of 
Soldiers  for  a  Team  of  Cart  Horfes  j  an  Officer's  Face 
for  a  Spitting-Box ;  the  Property  ef  another  Man, 
or  the  Publick’s,  for  his  own  ;  at  other  Times,  he 
will  imagine  himfelf  REALLY  A  GENERAL,  and 
fancy  that  he  is  giving  proper  Orders,  and  making 
a  Lifpofition,  wdien  he  is  only  uttering  Vollies  of 
Bawdy^  Blafphemyy  and  the  loivefl  Buffoonery, 

From 


From  thefe  melancholy  Reflexions,  I 
have  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to 
contribute  my  <Mite  to  the  Service  of  my 
Country,  by  fuggefting  to  People  in 
Power,  the  Necefljty  of  making  ProvU 
fion  in  Time,  againfl:  all  Events,  by  cart¬ 
ing  their  Eyes  on  ibme'  Perfons,  who  (if 
not  exaX  Copies)  may  refemble,  at  leaf!; 
in  fome  Features,  thefe  inimitable  Ori¬ 
ginals.  ■ 
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T  may  probably  be  objected  to  thefe 
Pages,  that  they  have  nothing  in 
them  conclufive  :  to  which  the  Au¬ 
thor  will  only  make  this  Anfwcr,  that 
were  they  conclufive,  they  would  be  no 
longer  what  they  are  entitled,  and  what 
they  are  intended  to  be,  viz.  Meer  Hints. 
Indeed,  they  fhould,  in  fome  meafure,  be 
confidered  as  an  abftradled  Corollary  to 
the  two  Pamphlets,  which  they  fo  dif- 
fufively  quote,  and  of  which  the  Perufal 
'  is  recommended,  for  the  better  com¬ 
prehending  of  many  Circumftances  in 
the  prefent  Paper. 
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